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Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations — Thirty-third Report —  
“Annual Report for the Year Ending 31 December 2010” 

Tabled on 9 August. 

Motion 

Hon GIZ WATSON: I move — 

That the report be noted. 

Report 33 is the annual report for the year ending 31 December 2010. It is a slim volume, so I will just make a 
few comments. The Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations was happy to report on a 
number of highlights during the 2010 calendar year, which are set out on page iii. We examined selected 
government agencies under the ongoing and annual budget estimates process. We noted that the total public 
sector had budgeted expenses totalling $38.166 billion and revenue totalling $38.277 billion in the 2010–11 
financial year. We examined the budget of the Office of the Auditor General and recommended that it be 
increased to provide for more performance audits to be undertaken, as I just reported previously in my comments 
on report 32. We also inquired into and tabled in the Legislative Council a report on the confidential status of the 
state development agreement with regard to the Oakajee port and rail proposal. We inquired into and tabled in 
the Legislative Council a report on the removal of senior high school allocation funding for year 11 and 12 
courses at 21 district high schools across WA. We also held hearings over four days in a number of regional 
communities relating to that inquiry. We tabled eight reports and requested a government response on two of 
them. We met 48 times over the calendar year, held 72 public hearings and took evidence for a total of 111 hours 
from 270 witnesses. We held four private hearings for a total of three hours and considered 69 submissions, 
totalling 309 pages. 

That is just a brief summary of the committee’s work over 2010. I would like to add that in my view the 
Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations continues to do useful work on behalf of the public 
of Western Australia in scrutinising the estimates and the annual reports of numerous agencies. We are happy to 
provide this summary of our work over 2010 to the Parliament.  

Hon LIZ BEHJAT: I rise as a member of the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations to put 
on the record some of my thoughts about the 2010 highlights of the committee, a committee I am very happy to 
serve on. It is a very hardworking committee. All members have to do is turn to the first page of the report to see 
that we held 72 public hearings and took evidence for a total of 111 hours from 270 witnesses. It made for quite 
a busy time on that committee. They were just public hearings. The fact that we met 48 times over the calendar 
year demonstrates the hard work that the committee does.  

I would like to place on the record my thanks to the staff from the Legislative Council committee office who 
look after our committee very well during the year. A number of people have acted as advisory officers and 
committee clerks and they all do a fabulous job on our behalf. We would not be able to do our job the way that 
we do without the support that we get from the staff.  

It is a five-member committee, with Hon Giz Watson as our chair and fellow Council members Hon Ljiljanna 
Ravlich, Hon Ken Travers, Hon Phil Gardiner and me making up the five members.  

All the hearings we held were very interesting but one of the more interesting tasks that we undertook during 
2010 was the inquiry into the removal of senior high school allocation funding for year 11 and 12 courses at 21 
district high schools across Western Australia. As members will know, that was the one time that I dissented, not 
completely but in part, from some of the things that the committee did. I was given the opportunity to table a 
minority report to that inquiry, which in itself was an interesting exercise as I had not done one before and was 
learning. It was done with the cooperation of the other committee members. I thank them for that opportunity 
and the assistance given to me during that time, even though some of my findings and recommendations might 
have differed from theirs. It was still done in a way that demonstrates how effectively the Legislative Council 
committee system works. Regardless of the parties that we represent in this place, when we were in the 
committee, quite often, as is the case on another committee that I sit on, party politics do not enter into it. At the 
end of the day, we take pride in the work that our standing committees do. I am of the view that perhaps standing 
committees should be resident only in this place and not in the other place. This is where committees belong. 
That is probably a discussion and an argument for another day, not during the discussion of this annual report.  

As I said, we held an extraordinary number of public hearings. I want to place on the record my thanks to those 
ministers from this place and those parliamentary secretaries representing ministers who attend our hearings. The 
only time it is a little difficult for ministers to attend our hearings is on Mondays when cabinet meetings are 
taking place. Obviously cabinet takes precedence over committee hearings. The rest of the time all the ministers, 
especially the Leader of the House, take their attendance at those hearings quite seriously. It gives us an 
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opportunity to canvass issues with ministers that relate to policy that the bureaucrats who appear before us are 
not able to discuss with us. I thank them for continuing to support the committee in that way.  

I do not want to say too much more about the report other than that the committee is a very hardworking 
committee. It is an enjoyable committee on which to sit. The work that that committee does is valuable to this 
house in its deliberation on financial matters.  

Hon GIZ WATSON: I thank Hon Liz Behjat for reminding me that I should also add my thanks to the 
committee staff who assisted us over 2010. The work of the committee requires a lot of administrative support. 
We receive an enormous amount of correspondence and a lot of organising needs to be done to conduct the 
number of hearings that we hold. In particular I wish to acknowledge the work of Lisa Peterson, who was our 
advisory officer for part of 2010, Renae Jewell, Carolyna Malouf, who took over a little later, Anne Turner and 
Steve Hales, who is our current advisory officer. I cannot praise them enough for their professionalism and their 
dedication to getting the job done under pressure. The committee could not possibly do what it does without their 
efforts. I know that the rest of the committee members would like me to acknowledge Lisa and wish her all the 
best. She has now left the committee to have a baby and we hope that all is going well with her.  

Question put and passed.  
 


